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T gy ‘ e REPCRT TFOR . 1952 o
ﬁam pleased to be able to - reportithat, foxm
_ ikt'r;c_;' third year of fhis Group' s oxistencesthc
U ihménbership has agodin shown an incresse, the
totol mudber -¢leven more bthan during the iprevious.
year and amounting to 49.: Five of the previous o
Joorts members -did not rencw tholr membership. (amd-
it is rogretted that from four of these nothing
whatever has beon heard), but thesc. were offsct by
sixtecn new mepbelS, R : o
A feature which is howover perhaps rother un-
sotisfactory, indsmuch as this Group was originally
started in order’to bring fogether and ercourage
meter—starp collcotors in this country, is that no
less than 11 of the 16 hew morbirs 1ive abroad,
soven of thén in the UsSed, In Poct, ‘out of the whole
L9 moribers, barely more thon half live in the United
Kingdém. OFf the othor 24, thore arc 11 in the W S.A.
3 in the Nethorlends, 2 ¢ach in'South ifrica and: '
Australia, and oné each in the Irish Republics:. ‘
Sweden, Switzorlond, Argoenbina, Hong Kong, and Kenya.
fwo further morbers (in Ingland) Jjoined at- -
the ond of the year and thelr subscripbions have ..
becn oredited to 1953, so that thoy arc omitted
fron the foregoing figurcs. '




50,) Thanks arc again duc $o the philatelic press
of this country for notices which have brought in
soveral enguiries. But surcly there tmust be more
than 27 people here interested in meter-stamp
collecting!. Any suggestions for incrcasing the
nembership will be gratefully opprecinted; would
any nerber be willing to perform the Job of
"publicity offloer®™?

The detailed accounts for the year to 3lst
Deoember last are printed seporately, with com-
parative figurcs for the pI‘OVlO"S year, and are
gent hercwith to meorbers oniy. They show that
the cost of duplicating the Bulleting increased
by ncarly £2 over the previous yesr, and postages
incrcased by over £2; on the other hand, dona=.

" ftions &mreqsed by £5, but the incrcass in number
- of subscr:.pta_ons cnebled us s5ill to G.“ld. up on-
" the right side, with o surplus of 105d.

In the hope that the nusber of suoscrlbors
will eon‘h:muc to grow ahd thet costs of duplica-
ting and postage will not increasc rmuch nore, it
‘has beon decided again to maintein the subserip-
tion at 7s.6d. or H.S. $:1.00. It will be
appreciated tod if werbers will be Kind. enough- to
remit -this as early as possible. . (If there arc
any mepbers who do not v&ish to cohtinue, I shall
be grateful if thoey Will notify ne, as I do not
likeé neubers to disappoar in silence.)

GIPTS = FOR luEBERS
There are sent with this Bulletin to nc.mbcrs

a cover bearing Great Britain Universal rulti-
© value (mter"ﬂer_a.s’ce szodel) Ui 916 with slegen,

and. a®tape" (sce page 54) bearing. UB 626 which
is wnusual in having the name of the user rathor.
than the identification no, pmn‘tul along it.
(Some unusual values such as 105d. will also bo
- found,) Thanks for these arc duc to Hossrs
T F.Lloyd’ Par‘uon and b’alt‘or ila Swan.




- METER SPAMPS AT NATTONAL EXHIBITIONS.:6 - (51,
As Dost pembers will have heard, a'National :
Starp Exh:.b:!.t:l.on“ was held in London in Jontiary.
As it had heon ennounced. that it was "hoped the
displays. would - a.llus‘nra’ce a1l branches of - phila-
tely," your Editor. o:f:’f'erod a general exhibit’ ‘of
neter stamps dcs:r.gned to be of interest to these
unacquaintod with this branch} however,” the -
organizers declined it, and in the event thero
was not a single meter stapp to be found in-‘the -
whole Hxhibition. Obher rwmbors have carplained
in the past of similar freatmont - of meter stemps
at.important cxhibitions, and it is ovident 'hh.at
the conventlonal philatelic mind has not yot -
appreciated that metor stamps-really are’ ;ostao-e
starps, and -of serious philatelic intorost. Tt is .
sonewhat ironical that one of ‘the displays at. tn:v.s
Exhibition Wh.:.c:h roviewers s;eclally gopncnded '
contained such things as "H{}.u Tax" storps WhOSG
nostal interest is, to sdy the least obscured
Moy T suggest. tho:h, next tine such an cxhibi-
tion is announced, as nany nosbors as possiblo
should offer- Eta.s*;lays of meter staups (no matter.
of what kind or- stmdarcl’), so that' the organizors -
will be obliged to take notice of this branch of
*Jnllately, and perha.ps accept ot least one of thon?

G—le’l‘ PRITAIN: FIRST PITHEL-BO: ES TYPE
Harris's Catalogue, as well a5 the early:

check-lists of this fype published in "The  Stamp
Lover" of Nov.and Dec.1926 distinguishes two -
*Typest or "Dies" - perhaps more suitably termed:
"Warieties" - of this design (larcre square type © -
with figures of value in cach corner and wavy
lines at sides), which was the first generally
used in Great Brifain, having come into usc in
September 1922, (Although replaccd by the-
Royal Ciphier type .as long ago as 1927, .one” or
two of the dics have rcmmed in usc up to thc Co
present timc, ) ' .




52)
o Harris stated that fthe main difference be-
“tween the two varietice lies in the &mall” 1oops

or knobs which project from the outermost arcs -

at the top and bottom of the frame: in Variety . l
these loops are large, and in Veriety 2 they are .';'.:"
small. He mentioned no other points of d:.:f‘;.er-
ence, but exemination of a number of dlf‘ferent
stamps will show that ’che dn.stlncta.on given is

not wholly sound. Although some dies have loops '
which are undoubbtedly "large," ‘and others which

are undoubtedly "small," there are intermediate
sizos, and there is no clear-cut distinction
between "large" and "small."

It may a.ccorﬂ:l.ngly seem that there is no
point in cndeavouring to distinguish two varictics
of dic. Bub they can in fact be scparated intd
two definite varietics, or rather groups, by 2
simple bcste In variesy 1, the letter "G" of
"POSTAGE in the bottorm semicirele is either to
the right of the loop or directly above it, while
in varicty 2, the "G" is clearly to the left of
the loop and the letters "GE' arc centrally over
the loope It will then be found that apart from the
figures and words of value, all dics of varicty 2

are ildentical in all respects, having a very small
loop and regularly and evenly spaced lettering,
whercas the dics-of varicty 1 differ considerably
among themsclves but almost all have large loops
and lerge and. less evenly spaced lettering.
m}tceptlons are No,.13. 1~d., which has &mall letter-
ing differently spaced from variety 2 and small
loops only slightly larger than variety 2; and
No.26, 1%d., which has smll 1oops but large
1e‘ctermg :

The carlicst stamps, with datcs in 1922, arc
all of var.l, and the carliest date I have found
in var,2 is 10 DEC 1924 (Wo.19, 13d.). Just over
threc=guarters of all the difforent dics bearing:
Nos.l to 12 are of var.l, and just over three=- -
guarters of all the dics with higher NQS. are of
Var.2e
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The infercncc scops to be that the carlicr
dics, of var.l, were all individually nané}.wcut
without using a patucm or naster dle, wherecas
the later dies, of var.2, were out nedhenically
from o paster dic. Thus bhere appéars %o be a
rceal and significant distingtion between the two
varicties, even though the . so-called "vor.1® is
in fact a wholce group of slightly differcent
varictics. (The sepie featurc is kmowmn in the
contemporary Pitncy-Bowes dies of the United
States - thoe oval desa.g;n likewisc with wavy lines
(:.‘.t (.-ach. Sld.e.) .
‘ For the soke of corxplctcnoss, it should Dbec
. added that a sub-variety of each occurs, dosig-
nated la and 2a, in which the identification nos.
(machine nos.) arc small, of uniforn thickness
and without serifs, :mstc,ad of being lorger with
thick snd thin strokes and serifs (oxcenu of
course on Nos.such as "O" and "8Y) This is inde-
pendent of the mein clessificetion dealt with above,
 4n which var.la is included with var.l, and 2o with
2. One die, No.12, improvised ld.value, has large
sans-serif figures but has to be class:.f:l.ocl as

Vare2a.
- B A. .

GREAT BRTTAIN: B IL R TYPES - .

Although the design adopied is, disappoint-
ingly, cxactly the same as that used for over '
25 yoars but for the change of Royal Cipher, it we
not finelly approved by the GeP.0, unbil 22nd
January. Sone tinc necessarily baing roqu:_c-c,d for
the dies %o be panufectured and brought into use, the
first day of use would be sone time later, but was
not known at the time of writing. Tho 'style is of | .
gourse the sanmc as that officially adoptcd for maill |
vans, lettor boxes cbe; the lotters "E IT RV and
the Crown arc now in solid colour insbeod of being
Lin outline as fornerlya There is no possibility of
its being confused with tho Ddwerd VIII ciphor, bthe |
Cletters of wn:n_ch arc ent:woly difforent” m shapo. '




54 ADHESTVES AND "TapRs!

When franking rachxncs were first authorlzod
in Great Britain, it was laid down that the im-
pressions must be made directly ondto the enve-
lopes, cards or wrappers, which of course made it
inposeible fo usc the machines for parcels and
packets {hence the scarcity of high velues in the
carly types.) At a later date, the Post Office
decided to allow impressicns on gumaed labels
subseguently affixed to the packet ete., provided
that the labels were pre-printed with the neme and
address of the licensce of the machine or his town
ond identification no. (It is not casy, incident-
ally, to understand the reason for this latter -
provision sceing that the town and no. arc again
printed by the frunklng;ﬁacblnco) '

Meter stamps printed on such &bgmcd labels
have an cven closer affinity with whet nost
people regerd as “real' postage starps then have
those printed dircet on to the cenvelope cte., and
Fform an intercsting ficld of study in thomselves.

‘The lebels used, both by the Frenkopost
nachincs (3r1n01ﬁa11y the Universal multi-value
and Hidget - they arve rarely if ever used with tho
PitﬁOJ—BOWCS and Simplex.machincs) and by the

Reoposts, fall into two distinet categorics.
Firstly there are the so-called "tapos,“ - pieccs
“born off as roquired from a continuous rocl which
is Pitted %o the machine by a specisl abtachnent;
and sccondly, lebels, - cut in advance and fod
into the machinc in the sane way as an,envolOQe or
card,

The Frank0post tapcs are 37 rm. in width, of
pale yellow paper printed in light greenish w1ﬁh
an all-over wavy llne pattern 1nclud1np cither
the words MMETERED MAIL® in ovals parallel to the

length of the strip or, more rccently, "FRaNKOPOST™

in ovals at right-anglcs fo the leongth. The lomg
gdaes arc cut din o zig-zag, and the short cdges,
being torn off against a scrrated cutter, also arc
notched; but it is not strictly correct to tem

EN



o

(55
the p:;.ece::“z:Lg-znr roulctted, Normlly the
identification no. followed by the name of the town
is printed along the bottom of the strip and repeatb-
of at intervals of roughly 53mm. (measurcd from the
beginning of one- repetition to the Deginning of the
nexts the space bebtween varies according to the
length of the name.) ‘But in o fow cascs, of which
the picce (UB 626)cnclosed with this Bulletin is
one, the naric of the uscr is given instead, proba-
bly because they employ more than one machine so
that the tapes can then be used for any machine,
The resl attachmeni is fitted to only very few
Midget mechines and only obe or”two-of the "P' and
"H' machines, so that "bapes" are rarely found -
except with Universal multiwvalue stamps. .

Neopost tapes are of two moin styles. One,
termed by the Company “patterned,® clos¢ly rcsem-
bles the Frenkopost tape. but is printcd in yellow
on whitc papor with the word "NEOPOSI' containod
in a rectangle repoated in the wovy-linc pattorn.
The cdges of the strip are cut straight, and also
it is straight where torn off. The other and far
more common style is on plain whitc paper and is
& good deal wider (about 50 mm. instcad of 41 mm.)
The nethod of showing the identification no. and
town varies, being in some cases Hordzonbtally but
more usually at right-anglcs to the length, and
cithor way occurs in onc, two or three lincs and
2ll in capitals or with lower-cabe letbers in the
town neme. One, N.ll,Bury, is unususl in having
this printed in red instcad of black. As this is
wider then most (56 wm.), it is probably privately
printcd As with the Frankopost, occasionally the
nanc of the user is given instead of the no., and
onc, "N.76 Biology London" (uscd by T.Gorrard & Co.,
L’Gd., Biological Technicisns ct¢.) shows a. curious
mixturc, A clasmflca'i:lon of all the varicus’
varietics would reguirc an article in itsclf,

The recl attacnncn’c for the usc of tu.pcs dannot
be erployed with the clectrically - operatied
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Neopost machines owing to the automntic cjector
device; with these, the individual cut lebels nust
be used. : -

The labels, both Frankopost and Nedpost, are
usually wider than the tapes, and nostly arc printed
ot one end with the neme and address of the. user, .
though occasionally the identification No, is found
instoad or in addition. 'As thesc appear o bo nost-
1y produced by the user of the machine, they show:
cvon greater variation thon do the tapos. B

Sorctimes users of nachincs with racl attach
mont, with an oye.to econony, have inscrbted rolls
of plain brown gwmed tape (as madc for sealing.
parcels), though this is contrary to P.O.rogulations..

Tn conclusion it should be mentioned thak gurmed |
1abels such as ®onvelope econory labels" and other
kinds of address lobels which arc affized %o the
enwelopes before being passed through the fromking
meching, dc not rank with the specially-mede tapes
and labels described ebove, and are of no spesial
interest; it is however not alwoys casy to distin-
guish then whon soaked off the envelopoes, though
they do not of dourse hear the’ printed nane and
address or idéntification no. in the same Way.

’ T \ = Asbe b, ‘

G. B, PROGRESS. L

In the Universal multi-value, the UE series

game in before the.end of 1952 and nos. up %0
US 166 heve becn réported. The Sinplex likewise
hmm@%ﬁm&wmmbmmmﬁMGﬁR
cipher. Nooppost nos. arc approaching 999 in some
aistricts (boing nearest in London Wel.)}, after
which it is intended to follow the same schene as
Univorsal and Simplex, starting with profix MAs

W ZralaiD:  FIRST Shap (190ny
The first franking mechinc used in New Zea- .
1end was the invention of one Frnost lioss, and. was
o coin-operated (Wpenny,in the slot") machine set
up cxperirchtally oubside the chief post offices



first at Christchurch and then at Wellington (57
‘in the early part of 190k. Although there had been.
a trial of ‘a-machine of ‘the same na.f:ure in Norwey

four years before, New Zealond was the flr.st ‘
comntbry t¢ adopt the machines commercially. _

The "HMoss® machine printed a frank consisting
of & double circle inscoribed “N,Z,POSTAL STANP
No.1." between the circles, with "1D. PAIDY in the
centre, the impression being in black. At first a
rubbcr diec Was used, the outer and inner circles
measuring 194 end 1iF mm, in dicmeter, but a stoel”
diec was later subsbitubed, producing circles 21
and 13 mm., in diamcter. The carlicst’ and latest -
datcs known, according 4o Horris's G'ztalogue, are
Morch 31 and July lk. ILike most N.Z.ncter stamps
until now, thesc appear to h*wc becn postnar;ccd
when used.

Copies of these franks must be oxceedmgly
scarce (in 1938, Harris wrotc that, spart from a
singlc roeference in a contemporary dustralian
magazine, he had never even heard of then,) Ve
have however recently been shown an unuscd cnve-
lope bearing on impression from the rubber dig -~
prosunably a "proof? or "specimen'; the cave-
lope bears no addrcss or date, but on the back is
printed the inscription (in old-faoshioned stylc)
"International ., Honry Hughes =~ Pateont and
Trade~-iarks Office, Queen's Chambers, Opposite
Post Office, Wellington, N.Z2." It scems possible
that this firm had some conmexion with the
monufacture of. the mochine; can anyone give any
further information ? '

-~ 4. & Do

SOUTH AFRICAN NOTES.
(Reported by Ifr.R.4xor )

The approxifiate numbers of nachines of the
various makes uscd uvp to the end of 1952 arc as
follows: Noopost, 1,000; Universal MV, 700;
Midget, L0O; Simplex, 200; licroury, 75, Francow
typ, 40; Hasler, 27 - a ‘hotal of over 2,400,
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In tne 1oca3.1y-na.de LTOI‘GHI‘}F‘ m.c:hlnes, al’l 'i:he.
1d. dies are numbered from 1 up and the'2d, éin_es '
fron 440" ups Llthough, as prev:aously fentioned,’
these are usually not postmarked. in s;g:n.to of the _
absence of ‘a towmmark, an. occc,.s:mnel 'nach:mc - '
canca.lled iften is' found. o

"The first Simplox in Soui;h- \cst Afrma, S.l
is used at Windhock, and tho first in, Southern -
Rhodesia, alsc S.l., ab Gatoom. Boi:h arc of th,o
South- *x"rlc:an dus:.gn wWith a'ltc,rcci nmc of” ‘sho '
countrys

A Unn.vcrsal wult:L-vg 1ue machme has ‘oeen
mtx-oduced :m Nyasal'md ’chc flrs’c thoro.

m}rmm:os LETZRS 3 4 SGiupy = T

The reter starps of- the Tethorionds: form o ==
pqrtlculafly interesting group, becausce of the
nupber of different makes of nachine “that hove -
boen used and becausc cech. (with one cxcephion)
has en-entirely difforent and musual dcs:Lgn of - o=
franky the cxcepbion is the S:Lmlglex which ér=- - -
ploys practicelly the sane design as the UZl:LVGl"* '
sel multi-value of the same manufacturers,” %7
Two nakes, .hrancotyp,,a_nd Haslor, ‘ghah “have had _
two difforent designs in succcssion, Iven the
townziorks -aré distinctive, only the Univorsal
rulsi~valuc and-Simplex using the cireular formr -
alnost inverioble in other countries (ancl .so "0
of the Sizplexihave only a half-circle.)

Fach nmoke is numhered in a scparatce series,
end the following swimery (in -order of ._ntroductlon)
shows the date of first usc ancL the serml

{ident :l.f:Lc at :Lon) nos,

Dniversal NZ modcl (British) - SoPt.l925

(no '''' all cut of usc.) . I\.os.l ta. 2&..
rancotyp {Goroen) § _ '

E':Lr-st design (lurgc trmsverse roctmgular )—

Se:t 1927 : . Nos. 101 %o 134.




(59.
Sccond. design {narrower, with top tablet
wider than bottom) - Jan, 1929
7 MNos.102 to 1723, R 1724 up,
also HNos,5001 to. 5056, FR 5057 up:
(The letter prefix was introduced in 1951 )
Hasler (Swiss):
First dosign (vory large "NEDERLAND® at top
and "CENT" a% bottom) ~ Doc. 1929
Nos.H 501 to H 622,
Second design (winged helmet and posthorn
at top) - s‘ept.' 1937 Nos, H 623 up;
: o also No.HR OL up.
Komusina (Gorman) - Octe1930
T (Wow all cut of use ) Nos.K 101.130 K 193.
Noopost (British) - Aug.1931 Nos.N 250 Up.
Bafag (Swiss) - Nov. 1948, Nos. SA 500 up.- 3
Tnivorsal nulbi-value (British). -

“cb.195? ' : Nog. U 101 e
Simplex (British) « May 1951 HNos., US 501 -up.
Postalin (Gerdan) - May 1951 Nos. P 101 up;

|  also Nos. PR 151 up. "
Sntas (French) - .. 1951 Nos.S 101 up.

The "FR" YHR" and "PR" serics, also the
Francotyp nos. 5001 up without profix, indicate
mochines working on the “eurrent account®™ payuent
systom under which the meter is set by the post
office for a given .anount of {ranking, whereas
the "F?, "HY and YB" sprics, and the Francotyp
nos, 101 to 1723 without prefix arc noachincs
worklncr on the "veluc c:ard" gystern under which a
card representing a certain total value (£, 100
or 71,000 } of franking is purchascd. From & post
"off:Lco and inserted into the machine whcreupon
it is cnebled to frank up to that valuc.

The Universel NZ model arc “fixed-valuc"
rechines, the Neopost ond Simplex arc "Lindted-
valuo", and all the othors "multi=-valuec."




60}  Acknowledgement is made to Mr.WsJ.Piéterse,dr.
(Bilthoven) and to detailed lists 001pllcd by -
¥r.B.J.inschede for +the 1nformuﬁlon on which the
above is based,

. UNITED NATIONS METER STAMPS.

Th@ last four issucs of this Bulletin have.
included lists of United States meters (Pitney-
Bowes "odel R") uged by the United Nations, mostly
before the - xntroductlon of - the special U.N,typc.

Dr Detled Sehmidt (Hatburg) reports yet anothed no.,
181017 (Mew York, M.¥.) with date 10.11.50 but no
slogan, end also the Tirst no. 5 10831 used wltnout
slogan or datc, .

Dr. Schridt also po&nts out two varistions of the
Slogazi' "UNITED HATTONS -OFFICIAL AL between bars
at the. left of” tho_U;NaGlQbe crbleny, onc being nuch
closer to the town cirele than the other. But as the
senc metors ore found with cither vericty, tho
dlfzcrcncé lﬂy nnt be of any real smgnlflcancc..

ot . e e S . i s S e o S

The‘orlclnal list included one meter (no.‘,
116710} uscd at Washingbon, D.C., by the Fuie.O,
Since the removal of its headguarters to Rome in
April 1951 ‘the FeasO, has until rocontly rade usc
of* orélnany Ftelion ddhesive starps, Bub o frogking
pachine whs- a@oatud forards the ond of last yeor.
The fronk Is of the or&mn&ny currént Thalien design,
with fiokal ornaments in thHe side nancls, but the
figures. of value (°012.= in tho first copy sedn,
dated 19412, 52) and- the! towmhark ( o double circle
with the neme "ROMA® b¥caking ‘the immer circle) arc
of o difforont style frem any Italians hitherto
secn, and nrosun@bly a now moke; the' date apd value
Ffigurcs are lavher than mobst, Between townpmark snd
Franlk appears. the full name and address 1n.Enrllsh
thus; "Foia 0./ FOOD D / AGRIGULTURE /
ORGANIZATION / OF THE' / UNITED MATIONS. /-

VIALE :Dm TERIE DI GARACATLA. / RCHE, #

Duplica'ted by P'BQP[ELICITI. 33 . Pimmer Rd, Harrow.
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